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A SHORT Account or E Prot E CALLED SUAKERS, 


iheir Riſe, Religi GUS Pr inciples, and Sos Nt 775 


AatfE⁰ , moſtly collected from divers Authors, Jr 


the Life. Matti: 972 * all JW Gus i Inquirers, partict ular! 


"mr SE People were firſt Aftineniſhed the 


Name of Quakers in England, About the tig 3 


dle of the Inſt century. George Fox was the Prin- 
8 clp 55 5 ument of gathering the em info a religious 


Toa ms Outward employny ent while vou ing. 


Was chi. jefly in the care of ſheep, and from his infan. 


Cy ING ing of a grave, ſold, obſerving turn of 1 mind, 


Was C: ay re ſtrained from the follies incident to 
youth; iolicitous, above all things, to obtain the f 
your of God, and to av od every thing Khicheitlier 
the. Scriptures or the inward. Principle. of Divine 
Graco taught him to believe was oflenſive to hint; 5 


though in 10 doing many corr upt prac Fong, 


25 


. lic! 15 


cuſtom had familiarized to the Profeſſors of Chrit- 
111 


tianity, , preſented theme! ves as obſtacles bis . : 
which for a time occaſione a Bum much anxiety, Ic {1 


his own particular profpec & thowld mitlcud lien 5 
15 but as he retained an infle: able integrity, ho pained 


pe rience by the thi on - that he fo fle Ted _ 
= 8 unde rſtanding was gradu. ally ith 1 minted lie ro: 


PIN 7 | „ 
28 * TY 958 | : : * 7 4 FA Dy: 
CerVed ! ſatisfaction 1 in the many doubts he had long 
PN 1 „5 9 9 7 5 GR; ; 
rintully laboured under. Jn the Year 164%, and 

1 ; 1 Toy KY FEST GR ; 

30 01 his age, he travelled through ſeveral coun- 
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ties of England, ſocki} ng out fach as 
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ample the benefit of retiring into fence, and in- 
ſtructed them to ceaſe from all ſelf. performances, to 
turn to the light of Chriſt in their own hearts, and 
wait to feel the inſtructions of his Spirit there, that 
their knowledge, w orſhip and religious fervices, 
might not ſtand 1 in the w 1 of man, but in “the 
e of an endleſs life. 8 . 
In this ſervice of love he continued ſome vears, 
| and his labours were ſo bleſſed, that great numbers 
were convinced by his Miniſtry and that of others 
Who were gathered into the fame inward divine 
Principle, who at firſt were called Children of the Light. 
Hut the power and reverential awe attending them 
Jo affected their minds, and thoſe of the pioully diſ. 
poſed people to whom they miniſtered, as often to 
cauſe them to tremble before the Divine Majeſty, 
under an abaſing ſenſe of their own unworthinets, = 
whence they were in derifion called Quakers ; w hich 
name they have ſince been moſt generally Enown b 
in the world ; though from their mutual love and 
patent ſuffering of injuries, which they held ought 
ever to mark the 1 Followers of Chriſt, they ſtiled 
themielves Fr icnds, er the I riends of Truth. Thus it 
was, that a man without any worldly advantages of 
ſtation or literature, merely by a continued atten- 
tion to the Suidance of that Div: ine Light which he 
bore teſtimony to; the energy and power of his 
miniſtry, the convincing plainneſs and clearnetfs 
ok his doctrine, and the correſpondent ſanctity of his 
üte, became an inſtrument in the Lord's hand to 
Collect from all profeſſions and moſt ranks, great 
numbers of 'pioully difpoled people, who were at 
length embedied into a religious ſociety, governed 
. by one ry the beſt ivitems of Chriſtian Biſeipline 
chat hiſtory affords any account f. 
Iheſe converts to the Light of Chriſt in the Soul : 
: of Man, were diſtinguiſhable for a grave, ſedate 
deportmen nt ; Angular "UpBghinel 5 in their dealings; 
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punctuality iN the oerformance of their r promiſes IT 
A ſparingneſs 3 in diſcourſe; great temperance and 
frugality at their tables; and plainnefs and ſunpli- 
city in their dreſs and behaviour. They declined 
ſervile and fantaſtical geſtures, compliments and o- 
ther cuſtomary forms of ſalutation, ſuch as putting 
off the hat, ſcraping the foot, bending the nee, 


— — 


drinking healths, Kc. eſteeming them to be viola- 
tions of that ſincerity and ſeriouſneſs which becomes E 
_ Chriſtians; yet conſidered it their duty to treat all 
men with gentleneſs and reſpect. Naking uſe of the 


＋144 0 * 
— 


ſingular number Mou) as moſt proper and conſiſt. 
ent with Scripture and the moſt approved ancient 


<c.. 


writers, avoiding the cuſtomary vie of the plural 
CT) when ſpeaking to a ſingle periun, with ſuch _ 
Aattering titles of addreſs as {er ve to Ic ed the pride Do 

of the human heart they alto 2voidea as both con- 
_ trary to the fimpi! icity of the goſpel, and inconfi * 

ent with truth. The ey diſufed juch names of tbe 
months or days of the weck as were derty 5 from 

the gods of the heathen, believing that under the 
goſpel diſpenſation thoſe prophecies were to be ful- 
filled, by which the Lord declared, he 207d. / Hec⸗ 
| Tay take away ihe name of Baalim from his people, that 


they ſho! uld no mere be remembered, by their names.* ihey 


maintained that as the end of true religion is to re. 
deem the minds of mankind from the ipirit of the 
World, and bring them to an inward communion 
with God, that therefore the purſuit of worldly 0 
faſhions, all diverſtons, ſuch as gaming, dancing, 
ſtage playing and other amulements ot the dalle . 
baneful tendency, are to be refrained from: as e . 
dently tending to raiſe the human mind, which 1 2: 
prone to vanity, above the preierving fear < of God, 
and to weaken its deſires after those ct euſions of his 
love and goodnets, vherewith it ought to ſeek dai- 
ty to be bare ned. For according to ict; a oma 
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N 
mony and the correſpondent evidences of Goſpel | 
Light, in their own hearts, they found, that hte 
men's affections ire engrotled by the pleaſures and 
delights of this world, they are dead to a ſenſe - 
the Divine Life in them; the abſolute neceflity gt 
regeneration and the pow er by which this great 
* ork 18 effected, are both included in that doctrine 
Hf the apoitle, It ye lite after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but 
of ye thrcngb the Chir it do mortify the deeds of the body, | ve. 
{ball live > For as many as are led by the 1 0 it of G 
- they gro the Sons of of God. 5 
It was about thirty yea rs after the firſt appears 
ance of the Quakers i in England, that a number re- 
moved into America. And in the Vear 1681, the 
. province of Pennſylvania being granted to William 5 
Fenn, he removed thither with a conſiderable num- 
ber of his friends, moſtiy of the people called Qua- 
ers: It is worthy of ſpecial notice, that moſt of the 
tettlements in America were made with little regard 
to an 7 prior title in the natives; but William Penn 
«id not think his permiſſion to colonize the tract of 


7 1 nd granted to him by King Charles II. a ſufficient 


itle to the country; ae all errbled the Sachems or 


Princes, and obtained their conſent to ſettle upon 


the extent of land that he wanted. When it be- 
cum neceſſary to extend the ſettlement, new lands 
were purchaſed from the original polleſlors, which 
eſtabliilied ſo much love and confidence in them to- 


wards William Penn and the firſt ſettlers of Penn- 


Aylvania, that his and their names were, and ll ; 
_ continue to be, revered amongſt them, 


Such a toleration and kbert ty of tins was. — ol 


eſtabliſhed in Pennſylvania, as promoted and main- 
_ taineda true ſenſe of religion, which penal laws have 

exer failed of eſſecting; hypocriſy and profancneſs 

were diſcouraged, and thoſe Fedchaltical Eſtabliſh- 

| ments * ich te ad to deprive men of their religaus 

1 ag 5 — — 14 

* Rom. viii. 13 


E 


and 41 ri ights avoided. WW lian Nn granted 2 " BE 
general toleration to all who pr akefler to believe 111 
one Supreme Almighty Being; and allowed the dif- 
ſerent fects of Chrittians to bold offices, and to n- 


joy the higheſt poſts in the ſtate; as by the Charter 


ot Priv ileges, dated 28th October, 1 701, is expr esl. 


ly provided, vis. © Becauſe no people can be truly 
« happy though | under the greateit enjoyment of 

Civil Liberties, if abridged of the freedom of their 

„ Contciences, as to their religious profeſſion and 


2 wor flip; and Almighty God being the only Lord 
"0 contrience, father of lights and {pir] its, and the. 


author as well as (Pject, of all divine knowledge, 


faith and worſhip, Who only doth enlighten the 
minds and perſuade : and convince the underſtand- 8 


end perſon er perſons inh: abiting | in this Province 


«< ſhall be in any calc moletted or prejudiced in his 
Or- their perſon or eſtate, beca uſe of his or their 


petled to frequent or maintain any religious wor- 


hip, place or minittry contrary to lis Or theis 
< mind; or to do, or ſuller any other act or thing 
Tcontr ary to their religious per. ſuaſion. And that 
al Den LONS W 10 alſo. Prod s to believe in Jolus | 
«+ Chriſt, the Saviour of the world, ſhalt be cap: w: 
Be (notwithſtanding their other perſuaſions and prac- 
eee point of conſcience and religion) to ſerve. 
c this government in any capäclith, both W 4 


oy and executively.“ 


And in order to guar 45 as muck as was in Hf 


. power againt!t the inttability of future human coun- 

A Ci a liam Penn pr ovided, in the moſt ſolemn 

manner, in the lath paragr e of his charter, that 
4+ = „ Ss 


ings of people: Ido here! by grant and declare that. 


or Rte ies, who {hall confets and: acknowiedge 
one Almighty God, the creator, upholder and ru- 
ler of the world, and profefs him oF themleives 
++ obliged to hve quietly nner the civil gover nment, 


; conſcientious pertu: N or pr actice * nor be com- | 
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| this moſt enkel Liberty 5 Privilege fhould be 


preſerved inviolate, in the following memorable 


_ concluſion of it, viz Rut becauſe the happineſs of 
* mankind depends ſo much upon the enjoying of 
liberty of their conſciences as aforeſaid, I do here: 
< by ſolemnly declare, promiſe and grant for me, me 
< heirs and aſſigns, that the firſt article of this char- 
« ter, relating to Liberty of Conſcience, and every 
part and daule therein, according to the true in- 
- « tent and meaning thereof, ſhall be kept and re- 
1 main, without any alteration, inviolably for ever. 
e And laſtly I the ſaid William Penn, proprietary 
955 « and governor of the province of Pennſylvania and 
Territories thereunto belonging, for myſelf, my 
S heirs and aſſigns have ſolemnly declared, granted 
c and confirmed, and do hereby ſolemnly declare, 
"rant and confir m, that neither I, my heirs or at. 
t ſions, ſhall procure or do, any thing or things 
e Whercby the liberties in this charter contained, : 
8 and expreſſed, nor any part thereof, ſhall be in- 
6 fringed or broken; and if any thing ſhall be pro- 
5 00 cured or done by any perton or perſons contrary 
eto theſe pr eſents, it {hall be held of no force or . 
4e effect. | PE 
his general Liberty of Conſcience 4 was the natu⸗- 
ral effect of the divine principle of light and truth —_ 
profeſſed by the Quakers, who hold none excluded 
from the favour of God on account of their differ- : Z | 
ent religious perſuaſion, provided it be founded ON. 
the tear of God and love to mankind. A govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed upon ſo liberal and extenſive a plan, 
Was an encouragement to great numbers of different 
Perſuaſions to emigrate from various countries, 
where many had ſuffered for their non- conformity 
dt.o eccleſiaſtical requiſitions, to ſettle under a conſti- 
tution, the baſis of which was religious and civil li- 
=—_ berty, to Thich wiſe proviſion the ripid ſettlement. 
= and 1 impr ovement of the Fr ovince bas, by che bleſt- 
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in ing of Probi hola principally owing. rb 19 3 


ſituation of ſociety beautiful in proſpect, and happy | b 
in the enjoyment, when men mutually give and re. 
ceive liberty to live, with equality and affection; if 


not as belonging to the ſame viſible church, yet th 
the ſame fraternity of mankind ; agreeable to our 


...---Diefled Saviour“ s doctrine, One is your maſter, and all 
se are brethren, * The changes which for a number 
Pf years paſt, babe gradually prevailed in this once 
peaceful land, principally owing to the great acceſſion 
ef people of different diſpoſitions from the ſirſt ſet- 
tlers, the views of many of whom having been to 
amoſs wealth and aggrandize themſelves, has very 
much reverſed the ſyſtem of happincſs fo long and 
© ſaccelefully purſued: hence the friendly diſpoſition 
of the Indians, conſpicuous for à long courſe of 
_ vears, in favour of the inhabitants, has been ſo chang- 
ed, that Pennſylvania, after enjoying an uninter- 
rupted peace of more than ſiæty years, has, in com- 
mon with the other colonies, fuffered feverely from . 
the incurſions of the natives. 
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THEIR 'DOCTRINES. 


The Unive erſality of the Grace, ef GOD ard its Hen 


Tfe Ge. : 


is one God, almighty, holy, pure and eternal; 


N bo of his infinite lavehas offered {alyation, through „ 
elne Chriſt his ſon, who ſhould. taſte death for every 
nan + H «will have all men 70 be faved, and to come 
unio the knowledge ef the truth > That a gift of favi ing 


8 
Light and Grace h2th appeared to all men. ; teaching us, 


5 that denying . 5, aud ack un uſer, We e ſoould lis de 


Ne 


* Matt. 3 8. T. Heb. ii. Os. 
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fobe1 he. rig OF 5 and godly, in 7 1 2067 on 4 
225 this Tight 15 Chriſt, the true Light * lighteth 


very, man that cometh into the world. } 


"he Divine Principle of redeeming power which 
7 ids the diſpenſation of the law was pointed to in 
Gp: and ceremonics 1s by the goſpel revealed to be 
riſt in you (faith the apoſtle) he hope & glory, F this 
agreeable to.the promiſe made to the fathers, that 
_ all] vall know him (. e A che Lord) ) from {he 2 f then 


zo the greate/?. &, 
„he Quakers hold 5 this] law f truth. this teſt 


. of virtue and vice is not hid from any part of i man⸗ 
kind ; but that cvery man, born into the world 
enlightened by Ii: the ſerious and well Spot 

os Heathens, indifferent ages aud nations, have, under 

Faridus appellations, expreſſed their ſenſibility of the 

5 exiſtence and; eſſi ICUCY « this Divine Principle, this 

law of God written in the Heart, to deliver from 
that corruptiön under which they laboured. Socrates, = 
Plato, Senaca, Epictetus and ſeyeral others of the 

1 philoſophers called their diſciples to an attention to 

t à dictates. Theſe doubtleſs were ſome of thoſe vir- 

„ Tuns Heathen 5 commended in the ſcriptures, Nor. : 

5 1. 14. Whe She. they-bad net, i 


taught the law, yet from a con 


5 | | — | 2 them, 
He „ "Pits i to 4 Joh e + Cul. 1. 27. 


er. ri. . Twin p at my Law in their inwar⸗ d part: R 
ts If 13 * rite it in their hea; ey * 7 oy . VV 111 be their God: 4 nd th e {h- 3] 
| de my 2 ople. | | | | 


Abr umentally, been 
5 Ori DHY to this 3 in- 
5 ward principle- of divine! in telligence, dh by nature 
the things contained in the latu, avere a law unts them; elves, 
20 951. 55 (lays the apoſtle) the TO the 709 ef the laws « WS 8 
ben in their hearts, {| this they JO BREAY lo be a 9875 2) 
Goode own nature; he J. ife-in' him being the lis if g 
men. And therefore ſuperior to and Iftine£ Fi Oi 
dhe mere light of our natural faculties, A aufe 
7 2 doth not p. roperly appertain to men, as fallen 
ee atures; but; is che gi itt of God, 2, Bper ES: Ito 


92> 4 2 
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them, through. jeſus Chriſt, for their information 
and affiſtance, in purſuing after thoſe things which 


relate to the favour of God, and their eternal Sal- 


vation. Hence the Quakers hold it as a fundamen- 
tal doarine, that wholoever will carefully and feri- + 
ouſly turn into himſelf, with a ſincere defire to 
know and practiſe his duty, will not fail to find there 
a ſufficient director, a ray from the fountain of 
light, illuminating his underſtanding and aſuſting 
him to dittinouith good from evil. As ſaith the 
prophet, He h. ath ſhes wed thee O 1 > what is god, and 
UL 7 doth e Lord require of thee ; but 10 d re, and 


CA... 


ts lade mercy, and ts walk hunibly « with thy God. They 

are ans uaded that as, many as reſiſt not this 1 ight, 
in whatever part of the w ould they live, or of What 
mode of religious profeſſion they may be, it pro- 


duceth holineſs, righteguſheſs, puri ty and Other 


fruits acceptable to God, agrecable to the declara- 
8 1 
tion made by the apoſtle Peter, atter he bad! Leen at 


the houſe of Cor . Of atruth 1 perceive e that 


ay God 1 15 NO reſpec᷑ Cr of pert: Ans ; but ! In every Ha 
tion, he that fea areth. hirn 5 -and FOTRCHN right te 
= uf e 35 acce Pte d with bim.”” 7: 


— 


They eſteem the icriptures of the old and new 
Teltameit above all other w ritings, bellesing then 


to be given by Di ivine Infvir; ation, a8 A rite of Faith 


and zractic 2 in 11 ubor dinati 104 £0 ihe 1} IHE an | d pixi 

of God, which is the primary rule—th: it much do 
pends on the {crip tures being judged of under 1 25 
5 influence of the {ame Divine 11 it Which gave then: 


forth; that otherw ile, in the 15 nds >. men ACTUAL « 


| ted by their corrupt Propen lit CS, they may. IN I 
have be in uſed a a3 a Pretext 40 r doibe many things 


alk aprons 
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walk Fe in it, W hen ye turn to the right lanch an 4 when Ye Lara 25 


to the leit. IIa. xXx. 20. 21. 


” co” » oy „ 1 —— = 
Me, * * N 2 MY * 1 * 


EI 
A Ronin” Fo ot A 
— — — — 


J 0 
> FE — . rn Pa * " P * 2 — NT 2 —— NT CEE — _ 
Tas = xr 8 - 4 
.. 2 an Ko * r n r — — 5 . — 
2 96369 1 Tn . r p 7 "6.43 FO n a #$% £8 BIA > © I 4 1 * 
TREE - AI Sc a” : 28.5587 7 3h SYS 2 . 4 * ** * 
1 ei 4 * ) * 3,474. ; 4 LES. * 9 oY . 
. 4 We + Eon * $4 X * * * x 1A k 8 
— — — 2 — 2 - - - 1 22 


ow 5 4 
1 % 7 =, 4. — F284 8 N * 3 
— e rs + che OLE. ee owt! 


—— — — — 


N N , " * 5 * mn * ee 3 5 3 — 8 — — 
: | — — 1 2 b 2 d A i. > 
—_— 2 hy - — 4. —— — 5 : p — - 
= N 8 " 5 p — = — — — => <4 4 — 9 
” K = 1 * > 9 2 g * ” 
- — ee CEC a i — - * 2 > 4 
_ l = - = 1 — — . ͤ WET . n 4 on 7 . t 0 5 5 
— a ” : - - — > s & * 
: fe: J £ 
7 5 ; 5 5 5 
. 8 F ; 
i , 7 . N 8 My o 
. g - . * o 


— 
— _—_— 
wn. 


| 


F 


| abhorrent to the nature and foirit of the goſpel, 
| Witneſs thoſe terrible perſecutions which a talſe 
kcal, joined to a wrong conſtruction of the ſcrip- 
ture, have occaſioned. They decline to call them 
the word of God, as being a denomination proper- 
y attributed to Chriſt alone; and they are the 1 
more ſcrupulcus in this reſpect, becauſe people are 


t to be hereby led to think that if they have the 


: ee they have all chat is neceffary to ſalva- 
| don, and loo for 2 NO further word OL , 5 


ON WA E. 


Gy "HE . ablotutdly.. declare againſt being 


1 concerned in the deſtruction of their fellow- 
; men, Who equally with th emſelves are the objects of 
taving grace; hence they can take no part in war, 
being perſuaded that all wars ſtand in oppolition to 
the intent and nature of the goſpel: war being the 
A ad effect of the fall of man; a fall from meekneſs, 
purity, and love, 3 Into { enſuality, pride, revenge and _ 
Wrath. The a poſtle James, chap. 4th, hath ſtated 5 
the queſtion 1 with reſpect to the cauſe of war, fo as 
to preclude all difficulty and doubt about it: From 
<vnence come wars and Ebling among you, come they not 
© hence, evenof your luſts. * The evident fruits of a 
ſpirit contrary to the ſpirit of Chriſt, oppolite both 
in its nature and effects to the pure religion he hath 
called men to the practice of; wherefore they are 
convinced that the followers of the meek and peace- 
able Jeſus, , ought to take no part in war; but rather 
to labour! in the abllicy received from the bleſſed me- 
” diator, to reconcile men tinto God and one unto anather. =; 
Bleſſed, faith o: r mercifulSaxi our, are the aud; Ir they 
8 50 Th inherit the earth : Bleſſed are the peace makers fer 
as 2 be called the chil ren 2 God, an they wal! 92255 
| | 7 © 7% AIRES 


that Fe of God which paſſe 5 all e And 
the apoſtle ſpeaking of the believers adds, Though wwe 
walk in the fleſh, wwe do not war _ de le, for the 
aveapons of cur warfare are not carnal, * They look 
upon the goſpel of Jeſus Chrift to be an eminent 
diſplay of divine benignity and love to mankind; 
: that the Son of God, took upon him fleſh, and ſuf. 
fered, and died, to deftroy that enmity which, 
: through ſin, had prevailed over the whole human 
race, and to reſtore unto fallen man the firſt life of 
purity and love; leaving vs, faith the apoſtle, an ex- 
anple that ye ſhould felliwo his fteps | They believe the 
wars mentioned in the old Teſtament afford no ar- 
gument for its continuance under the goſpel, which! 
13 declared to be the bringing in of a better hope, by ue 
<chich <e dra nich unio God, j a diſpenſation of pe- 
culiar love and mercy to mankind, which our Savi- 
our himſelf diſtinguiſhes from the former diſpenfa- Z 
tion, when he ſays ; Te have heard that it bath been 
ſaid, An eye fir ar. © 5 end a tooth for a boch; but I ſay 
unto you, That ye reſiſt 2 evil ; again Te hare heard tbut 
it hath been ſa, id, The: ſhalt lave thy neighbeur, and hate 
thine CHOY 7 but I jay . you, Leve your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe e you, do good to them that pate you, and pray 
For em WHICH deſpiteful y uſe you-gnd perſecute you, that 
= Je may 68 the children of your Father which is in raden. 5 
Acgreceable to this is the teſtimony of moſt, it not 
al the ancient fathers, and faithful chriſtians ' 
the firſt three hundred years after Chriſt, as their 
writings clearly thew, wherein they declare that the 
prophecies of Haiah and Micah, © relating to the 
N eſtablihme ent of che e reise of the Me Mah, <7 


Man v. 38, 305 435 4 RY 50 15 Mat Fig Ter. 
An abroſe, © 'hirys. Hierow, Athan. Cyrill. Alex. &c. = 
. ai. 1,4; Mich. iv. 3. They mn: all beat ther frrords into 
pic ough: thares and their pcurs into Prutung 2 g. hock: Narfon all 
dot litt up 4 id agank nation -neicher ina! 55 7 aan Wax 
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25 Well as the Leon wade by the Angel, it th 
Birth; of Chriſt, of Peace on E arth, 2581 will toward: 
men, * was verified in the perlence of the Faithful 
in their days: g 


The inſpired Apoſtle deferibe the fruits of the 


| Holy Spirit to be love, AE ace, long. ſuf: rinz, gentle 


5 refs, $991 neſs, faith, nec 7150 . 10 tRat th ele 


Important truths experience d by holy men of ear 


and latter ages manifeſt that this doctrine and 5 5 
perxſuaſion of the Quakers is not new; and it muſt 
boa allowed, that effential ſervice may arile from their 

huoolding up the efficacy of this divine principle, which 

leads to overcome evil With gord to a world diſtracted 

_ with wrath, covetouſneſs and pride; nor ſhould it 
appear ſtrange that the doctrinè of the croſs of Chriſt 

5 15 myſterious to the carnal wiſdom of man, it was tg. 


de Fews a ſtumbling black, and to the Greeks foolifh, neſs 


bit unto thou ꝛ ich are called, ſaith the apoſtle, if is 


8 tho Power 0 Ce a? 21d the elm, if Gad. 8 


And however thr eatains the maintenance of this: : 
peaceable teſtimony ma 7 peu, of bringing deep 
N an ring upon thole who arc faithful therein; vet 


LA 


they bclieve that Chriſt, the bleſled Sheph erd OF his 


flock, will ever. uphol4 moſe who Exithfull 17 tollow 


- Mm, in the me: elk, forgiving, ſuffering ſpirit, They 
cannot conſider yi tories obtained by the deſtruction 
of men, as occaſions of rejo dicing 3 much lets as ſub- 
jects of th 1 8 to a God ot love, or peace and 
00 Wes „ | creator. of mankind; but regard 
them as occaſions a8 of lamentation and mournin 875 and 
that vork on account of thoſe Who, inflamed with 
rage, and 1 defited with blood, are pre n into an 
5 0 eternity; and thoſe who are left to ſhare and 


je 
890 
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dep) OTC the deſolations of war ; Alto in the contid- 


erat! on 2, that the underſtanding of any, who bear : 


the 
N "Is wa 4. 3 + Gai. "BOX EINE LL ICAL uit * oF oY 7, 7 TS | 
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ide chriſtian nam e, ſhould be 90 exceeding! 5 bund 
to ihe nature of the gotpel, as ro imagine its Divine | 
rot 75 deferey men's. 
tives ; but i fo rve them, can look, with favour on 
fuck addr reſles, as ail fr om a conduct totally repug- 
nant to the; great end « Ot his coming 


Author T. W ho Ge zeclares 3 He CAN 


or wo R 8 HIP. 


1 1 7 look upon Dis ine Worſhip 3 0 CN the 1 f 


iolemn act the mind of man 18 pA of being 
enzaged in, and in conſideration of the hich and in- 


co1:ceivable majeſty of Almighty God, think it their 
duty to app br him with the greateſt reverence. 
. 0 i} Cy aſſert that the true wo rſhip of God is in Spirit 


and in Truth, not limited to any place or time, agrec- 


ale to our Lord? s declaration 70 the woman of 'Sam2.- 8 
ria zi but is to be performed through the eperatias: 
of the e Spirit of Jetus Chriſt our Lord, who re gards 


the prayer of the humble and contrite, that in fir- 


cerity ſeek him, and has declared, where two or throe 
are gather: a TogelDer in my Name, there am I in the mid 
6 them f to revive the ſpirit of the humble an nd to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. 8 „ 
x ey acknorvrlc edge no prieſtly office to Gag Aft un⸗ 
der the goipel diſpenſation, in any other ſenſe "pat 
3 AG every inccre chr iſtian may be called a prieſt as he 
Offers up to God the ſacriſice of praiſe and chanki- 
iv ng, from a pure and contrite heart, in which re- 
ipect the apoſtle calls all chriſtians aroyal prieſthood 
to fer up {ar itual Hacrthice ban ho nation, 2 
es eculiar people: E Ry wo 


. 9 ix. 56. 5 3 2 


+ The hour cometh a: 11 now is, when the true W 


” Ny mM V. orſhip the Father in Spirit and in- Truth: for the Father 
ſee eth jucir to worſhi ib Him. 


John! i 23: 


j Matt. Xvi. 206 5 iſa, 1 IVil.: 15. | 


| 1 Pet. is 5, 9. 
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They ; apprehend i it their duty to: be Migent in 
afembling themſelves together for the public wor- 


| ſhipot Almighty God, when ſuch as are duly prepar- 
ed by being gathered into a compoſed awful frame of 
mind, are enabled under the influence of divine grace 
to worſhip, in ſolemn ſilence, during the whole time 
of the meeting, or if moved thereto; to pray or 


preach (1. e. prophecy) as the Spirit giveth them ut- 
terance; agrecable to the practice of the primitive 


church, without diſtinction of quality or ſex: every 


one Who! is of a ſober life and approved converſation, 
1 divinely called or moved thereto, is permitted to 

: ſpeak in their aſſemblies, and as ſuch per ſevere there- 
in, to the ſatisfaction of the congregation, they are 


o 


recommended as goſpel miniſters. 1 hey fay, that as 
well at meals as on all other occaſions, a ſenſe of 
gratitude f ſhould be lived in for the bleſſing g, preſer- 
vation, and ſupport we daily receive, particularly ; 
looking up to God and waiting to feel the motion 


of his Spirit to animate to mental prayer, w ichout 
which all vocal expreſſion is inſuflicient. 


They think men ought to be very careful in th eir 
8 pretenſions to the miniſterial gifts, it being very pre- 
lumptuous and dangerous in any to take upon them 
that high office without being div inely called there. _ 
to, and that no man has a ſufficient ground to think _ 
be s called to the miniftry, by the Holy Ghoſt, with- 
cout a clear putting forth of the Spirit in his heart, 
from a lenſe of duty to God, and a feeling, preſſing, 155 
diſintereſted love to the brethren, to the ſatis faction 
olf the congregation or meeting he belongs to. This 
tio them appears to comprehend the ſubſtance of the 
Primitive ordination in the apoſtolic age. 10 ſettle 
Aalaries and penſions for the maintenance of the or 
daincd preachers, who afterwards exact them as 2 
debt, they look upon as a diſhonour to the miniſ- 
"ry; of the goſpel, degrading it to a worldly traſhe: - 
That : agreeable to Our Saviour“ ; poſſitiy e command, 


Hasi ng. 
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Having freely received they euzht fre ly to g. The 


apoſtle Paul declared, That Ps CW bands 5 ad miners 


ed UNC hi. neceſſities. 1 . 
As the Quakers hold it, a fund ental dodrine, 


That it is the Spirit that giveth life, That God hath 
made forl iſh 1 tho wiſdot 77 if this warts. 5 they cannot 
eſteem human learning to be a neceſſary qualifica- 

tion to the miniſtry, the apoitle decla ares to 308 be- 

lierers, That net many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called, but God hath -bofes the 


fol th things, and the weak things of the world to con- 


ound the things ⁊ubich are mighty ; yea and things which. 
are not „ to bri [17-19 7191 ge things that: are, that 29 fie FO 
fa: 1d 850751 in F< preſence. And my 2 beech and m y preach- 8 85 
Ng Was not with enticing wards of man's wiſdom, but in 
demonſtiation of ſpirit. and power ; that Jour faith ſhould 
b 770 ed is 56 worden of m: 7:2 2 ut in the power God. 
Poor the ſame reaſon they utterly difclaim that 
7 iv inity, falſely ſo called, taught in the ſchools, and 
thoſe degrees conferred in Academies ; the nature 
Ne a which, they look upon, tends to puff up the vain 


ind in eſtimation ot its own importance, to aſſume 


1575 dip and to ſeek honour one from another, in 
oppoſition to the advice of our Saviour to his diſci 

; ple 3, Not to be called Rabbi ; but directs to a brother- 

: 1. cqu: Yity among his diſciples, One is your Maſter, 
en Chr it, and all ye are brethren.*; Lhey alſo retuſe 

to pay tythes or to contribute to the tupport of a 
> WE ding miniſtry, looking upon the for cible demand 
"ou the. clergy of all denominations, vho claim a 
maintenance by laws, to be an uſurpation, not in 
the leaſt warranted by, but contrary to ſcripture, 
under the Solpel, which they are in con leience oblig- 


5 ed to withſtand. 


Th ey aſſert th. at among the many miſtaken prac- : 
0 tices Which! have been introduced, and corr 27 noe 


C. — — — not 
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net with the voice of Chriſt the ouly Shakes A 


the Soul, none appear more oppoſed to the meck, 


-- and humble, {elt-denying itate of the goſpel, than 
- the Pracnice of thoſe NH teach for hire and divine for 
- money, * who are generally ready ts prepare war against 


Sy 


thoſe © «ho put not into their Mouth, x: and arrogate to 
themſelves, that they, by virtue of their ſeveral or- 
dinations are the only guides and ſhepherds of all 
: Chriſtians, who are to receive the goſpel from their 
lips, in contradiction to the promiſe made to the 
believers, That all foould Know he Lord #1 on the 5 
zo the greateſt, F 


Notwithſtanding the tefilmony of the Quakers 75 


+: againſt thoſe preachers, among the difierent denomi- . 
nations, that labour in their OWN will, who preach . 


tor hire and divine for money, yet they reſpect ſuch 


among them who are men fearing God and-hating = 
_ covetouſneſs, and have engaged in tl hat weighty ſer- 
vice from an apprehenſion of duty, nor do they de- 
ny that the Spirit of Grace ſometimes condeſcends : 
to co-operate with the religious labours of ſuch : 
| Nevertheleſs they cannot direct the ſearchers after - 
truth to the miniſtry of any man, but to the imme- 
„„ cliate teaching of the wvord nigh i in the heart, even the 
N Spirit of God, which i is the only infallible teacher, 
the primary adequate rule of faith and practice, 
which will lead thoſe who attend to its dictates in- 
10 the knowledge of truth and righteouſnets.. 


And as there is à general diſpe nſation of Divine 


Fe ace, alike to male and female, who in lcripture. 
= ., aro: de clarcd to be all one in Chr iſt, they admit that 
_ women have a like call to the miniſtry as the men, 

and are made equ ally partaker s of the ſame enlarge- 

ment of © Spirit, peculiar to the goſpel times; as Was 

5 clearly propheſied by the pr ophet Joel and confirm 
"£8 by the apoſtle Peter, at the time of Pentecoſt, \ Ah 

No That Gd world oor. out of bis Spirit % pon BU fi fy 2 ＋ 


their "Y 
E Micah i. tr n cg gs 1 . A 


1. 13 3 
their 6 ns and their daughters ſhould proph end e on $19 


on and on my hand-maids will I pour cut, in thoje 
days, of my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy, * the apoſtle 


Paul, alſo, gives directions to both ſexes, how they 
are to be have themſelves in their public praying, or 


| propheſying, both which ſignify ſpeaking unto men to 
exhortation and comfort, Whence it may be ſafely 


concluded, that the prohibition that apoſtle lays on 


a woman's ipeaking, of which ſuch a handle is made 


to deprive the church of io great a benefit, was on- 
ly intended as a check to the unwarrantable activity 


of ſome women, at that peculiar time, and by no 


e in contradiction to what himſelf ha d fa a in : 


onlir mation of the fore. mentioned e 


Oz BAPT ISM and the s SUPPER. 


of Ain. Quakers 8 being vine that no 01 udn 8 
I practice can give a poſſeſſion in the kingdom 
of God, but it is ſolely the renovation of he: art call. 
ed in ſcripture ihe New Creature, that can juſtly ens: 
title us to the appellation of children of God, agreea- 
ble to the apoſtle's doctrine, f That the kingdom. of.-- 
Gad is not meat and ! but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
7 ang js y in the Holy Gh, they ſee no neceſſity for 
continuing the uſe of water baptiſm, and the Cours | 


ward {upper in the church, eſtecming thefe to ha 


been uſed only as ligures poin ting to the ſu! fitance, - 
and abſtractedly conſidered of no greater avail than 

Taſting the feet, circumnciſion or any Jew ith rite to 

the renovation of mind we ſtand in necd of; yet 


3 


believe there arc thoſe who uſe theſe ligus in up- 

rightneſs, and that the Lord, who reipects the dif. 
: poli! tion of the mind more than any outward cir- 
"cumilance, condeſcen ds to favour ſuch e e 
Dleſing of | peace 8 They agree : that tome of the 4. 
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doſtles uſed water peptiſm, 1 in the! in fant ſtate of the 
church, while the Jewiſh part of the believers re- 


mained under ſome attachment to the preceding 
ſhadowy diſpenſation of the law; but we may ob- 
ſerve that Paul the apoſtle of the Gentiles, who was 
not under thoſe prejudices fays, That Chri/t ſent hin: 
nt to baptige, but to preach the Goſpel, * and declares the 
9 baptizing power of the Holy Ghoſt to be an eſſen- 
tial means of admiſſion into the church of Chriſt, 
Fuer, ſays he, by one Spirit are wv all baptized into one 
body, whether wwe be Fews Or Geniiles, whether <re be. 
bond or free * and N have been all made to drink inte one 
Spirit. F The ſame apoſtle cxpreſsly declares, That 
there is one Lerd, one Faith, cnc Baptiſm. } And the a- 
5 poſtle Peter, That the boptif Mm which ſeveth, is not the 
_ putting away ef the fil th of the fleſb, but the anfece er 72508 
cad 1 {a1 Gs Cod, a the r 725 eclien f F uy 
Chriſt 8 5 
Nov in th ed: age of the church hen 
Chriſt i is confeſſed, by all denominations of chriſti- 
ans tobe the great Antity pe, in . hem all the figures 
and ſhadows of the law are tulliled, for any to in- 
fiſt on the perpetuation of theſe forms, and place. 
their dependence thercon for the accompliſhment of 
that work of ſalvation, which can only be rought 
855 by his ſaving ſpirit and power, they apprehend is to 
derogate from his honour, and tends to ſtop the 


lecking mind in a dangerous dependance on ion Ce 


thing ſhort of the truc object. Thus the water 
baptilm of John was carefully diſtinguiſh oy 4 25 
Hhuimſelf, from that of Chriſt, by which the purifica- 5 

tian of the foul is eſſccted, J 15 Geet, fays he, 00 Blick 

ou with 2 water unto repentantèe; but he that ciner > gfer ” 
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tions, the difiples were aſſembled at + Jeruſalem o ory 
the day of Pentecoſt, and then ez Perienced the de. 
ſcent of this baptizing power upon them, it opened 
their mouths in teſtimony to its quickning influ. 
ence ; and when afterwards, under the fame divine 
qualification, Peter began to preach to ſome at the 
| Houſe of Cornelius, he ſays, The Holy Ghe/? fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning: * Then remembered I the _ 
_ word of the Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized = 
with water ; but ye ſhall be baplixcd with the HolyGhoſt.* 


The like {pi {piritual acceptation the Quakers g give to 


the Lord's fupper, the outward practice of Which 
they apprekend was only to continue until he came 
by his ſpiritual appearance, who is the antitype, ful. 
| filled the law, and put an end to all the Jewiſh. rites : 
and that they who experience his coming a ſecond 
time, without ſin unto ſalvation, feel the force and 


propriety of the apoſtlc's rebuke, and dare not re- 


turn to the br ggarly elements, f but defire to feed by 
faith on him who teſtified thus of himſelf, 7655 
eateth my fie oh and drinketh my blogd He 2th clernal life, EY „5 
Ioill raiſe him tip at the Jef day ; ; for my feſb is meat 
indeed, end my blood is drink indeed. He that catoth m « 8 
Held and drinketh my bleed, dewelleth in me and I in him, 7, 
Which declaration clearly points to the communica- 
tion of his divine nature, alluded to, Where he is 
deſcribed as ſtanding at a door, waiting for an en- 
trance to bleſs the! hungry ſoul with the enjoy ment 
of it; Bebold, ILAan d «2 te door an 4 knoch, if any man 
Hear 5 7 volcę and open ihe door, <vill come in to him and 


ill ſup with him, ana 4 ve with me. & This is the holy 


* 


5 e and bie Wa communion of CANOES, which the 


livin ig 


8 * Acts 0 I 16. 


but now alter that ye have known God, or rather are known or 


- Ged, how turn ve again to the weak and beggarly Gn 7 
Des Facreanto ye deſire: aga in to bein bondage. 25 


Þ x J. ba 1. 54 TY 55) 10 | : Kev. 1 ill 20. 


4. Cal. . . vr hen you knew, 


not God ye did firvice — 0 th em, W bich by nature are no Gods; 
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kving Heber of the church experience, and is ſtill 


continued to the followers of Chriſt: 80 that though 
5 they are advocates for the true fpiritual baptiſm 


| Jpizitual graces: to which che ligures point. 


| On SWEARING. 


, 43 45 


her oath 5 but Jet y our yea, be yea, end your nay, nay : 


ave firlt ce nturics, WHO ACcoral; g to Dr. Whitby 


: (in his diflert. de hn ph interp. P. 154) and other 
5 1 3 ag zee, that oaths of ail Kinds w. ere unlaw tul 


to chriſt jans | in the Er centuries of tl > church. | 


Ge LATERE 


5 33 1 15 S1 * 


, ; Aﬀricar 
„ 31 + 0 , 5 3 1 2 „ : 
. Matt, 8 + James: v. 12. 
. 2 * 9 1 0 


5 ee * S 1 


they reject the uſe of thoſe outward ceremonies, 


and the Lord's fupper, which are thoſe inward and 


4 HEY 1 a ſtrict regard to Truth without 5 
* Boca ing, according 80 the 3 injunction of our 
bleſſed Saviour, SWear net at all; but let your commus 
dich ion be Tea, 77 ea; Nay, 2 for wwhatſcover i is more 
ran theſe cometh of cuil, and the e: Hortation of the 
apoſile James, But abs de All ih! 58 my. brotoren fe WEAF 
ect, neither by heaven, , neither b by the earth, neither by any 


deft ye fall into co ademner ion,} 2pprehending that where 
the mind is under the tye and bond cf truth, there 
Can be no necei ty for oaths and atlever; tions, which 
are evidently the leaſt regarded by thoſe who make 
the freeſt ule of them: Yet willing to ſubmit to 
any pun! ihment for falſe: irming, wh IC n others 7 
Hable to for perjury. And in this t! there is reaſon to 
believe they follow the e exumple of the fathers of the 


©, which during along courſe of ve e ars 
25 fablilied ; in America, proinotcd by a cruel 
riminal trade, carried on both from Europe 

terlca, for the lied purpoſe of purchaſing the 
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15 Injunction, {hail be conſidered as no longer in f 25 


TT 1 x. — - 
: 1. 4 ai 17 


5 RIES Sodety 2 in its lun ploſt Cavin, bein 


African Neprocs, in order to \ ſubjet them to a ſtate 
of bondage, being one of the great evils now pre- 


vailing amon 19ſt the protciſors of chriſtianity, whey, 


| 20 red in its nature and eſſects, as well to the 
Negros, as to their lordly oppreſſors and their un- 
"TAY PY offspring, hath par 1 engaged the at- 
tention of this xe ellen ſocicty, who have required 
A their members to avoud being, in any reipect, 


concerned in the ſupport. of this wfamous trailick ; 
and have allo enjoined all their members who have 


u of theſe oppreſſed people in poſleſſion, that th 
Taould, without delay, ſet them at liber ty; 3 and 0. 


rected that ſuch who refuſed to comply with th 


Ic 


5 loveſliip With th lem, and to nave renounced their | 

DM icht 05 " memberſhip. And hav ing allo obſerved the 
ma any dtudvantiges theſe alllicted pec pls RN 
gat 15. point of © duc ation and other Wile, a tender 


care los taker bHcc to promote their inſtr uction in 


| 3 00 1 les irning, and alto their Te 118 us ) AL; 4 tempo 
" 10 qual lity the al | for becoming 
- Feput: ble nell mbe1 15.0 Klockey, 
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Their Dis CIPLINE e 


1 
FY 0 


ple Ire ſettled 1 In 2 neigt Abou 500d, and belo ng to one 


| eſtab liſhed meeting 2 01 {Hh 255 11 An) individual 


falls into indivent « Circ umſtance , when tuch caſe be- 


comes 5 known, retef is daunte red; or if any n ICH. 
| 5 ber f 
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ai 
agreement of its members to watch over eacl: 
other tor go0Hd, as in this lapſed ſtate 1 C, We 
1 e fubje & to many Wear: elles and tand in need ot 
the care and counſel one of another; Hetice "Bc 
| pline, for the well government ot ſuch a ſocie ety be- 
comes neceſſ. ar y. 'F Fhus where 2 number cf this peo- 
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5 ber walk Acer deriy or a report is ſp read to 15 dil. 


acdvantage, that perſon of the footy who firſt ob- 


ſerves or hears thereof, 1s enjoined privately to ad- 


moniſhi him, carefully avoiding a diſcloſure of the 
matter to a third perſon, until repeated trials to re- 


claim him, prove ineffectual. He is then to take a 
js Judicious perſon with him, and if their united en- 
deavours prove alſo fruitleſs, his caſe is made known 


to the overſeers, of which there are gener My 9 
or more in each particular meeting; whole buſineſs 


it is to ſee that the order and rules of the ſociety are... 


obſerved, and who after viſiting the offender, and 


1 finding him irreclaimable, firſt apprize him bf their 1 


5 intention, and then lay his cafe before the elders, o- f f 
Ferſcers and other members of the meeting he be- 
longs to, where if none are inclined to viſit him a. 


gain, it is carried forward to the monthly meeting 


Which is a meeting generally made up of the mem- TT 
bers of ſeveral ſuch particular meetings as lie conti- 


guous to it ; here 2 committee is commonly depu- 


ted to uſe further endeavours to convince and re- 


gain the offender ; but if after repeatedly viſiting 


and waiting g upon him a proper time, no ſign of . | 


5 mendment is reported, that meeting proceeds =_— 


teſtify its diſapprobation of his conduct, and that he 
Has thereby excluded himſelf from a right of Nm 
berſhip in the ſociety. This teftification it is uſual. 


to deliver him a copy of, and inform him of his _ 
Tight of appeal from their judgment, to the qua- 
terly meeting, which conſiſts of the members W uo 

conſtitute the monthly meetings within each coun- hs | 
ty; andfrom the quarterly meeting appeals allo he: 


to the yearly meeting, which is a collection of all 
dhe quarterly meetings ; here appeals are finally de- 


termined, rules for the government of the ſociety = 


are agreed on; with ſuch advices as kr om time to : 
— time neceſſary, F 


1 : 25 : 


Urne following quotation ks: atmexed, it is hoped v may ba 
es  vſeful : * 


d. MEMBERSHIP. 


. 60 To conclude, although v we have exkibited the os i 
_* ſeveral tenets which diſtinguiſh our religious To- 1 


F ciety, as Objects of our belief, yet we are ſenſible 11 

* that a true and hv! ing faith is not produced i in the 61 
mind of man by his owneffort; but it is the free . 
J of God (Eph. ii. 8.) in Chriſt Jeſus, nouriſh. _ "hk 
dea and increaſed by the progreſſive operation of 9 
t his ſpirit in Sur Hearts, and our proportionate _ 9 
HH beclience (John vii. 17.) Therefore, although, "A 
F preſervation of the teſtimonies given us | 5 
c bear, and for the peace and good order of the 1 
d ſociety, we deem it neceſſary that thoſe who re 

| admitted into memberſhip with us, ſhould be pre. 

„ vioully convinced of thoſe doctri ines which we I 

| © efteem eſſential; yet we require no formal ſub. 8 
| _ ſeription to any articles, either as the condition oy 
+ of memberthip, or to qualify for the ſervice of 4 
{ _* the church. We prefer tha judging of men by; 
their fruits, in dependence on the aid of Him 85 
hs, by his prophet, hath promiſed to be“ 4 S 
| —* ſpirit of judgment to him that ſitteth! in ju udg- 8 = 
| * ment” (Ifaiah xxviii. 6.) Without this, there is Fol 
Da danger of receiving numbers i into outward com- bh. 

% munion, without any addition to that ſpiritual = 


| * ſheeptold, whereof our bleſſed Lord Jecke im- 
i ſelf to be both the door and the ſhepherd (John 
© x. 7, 11.) that is, ſuch as know his voice, and 

25 follow him in the paths of obedience.” A 


7: tf Suck are the dofrines of this people as we find chem fie 
ted in a ſmall N lately preſented 4 theraſetves to che 


public.” 


THE Quakers refufal to unite in any thing ofa 
Warlike nature, which proceeds from a conviction 
that every meaſure which tends to the deſtruction, _ 
of mankind is inconſiſtent with the nature of the 

| Goſpel; their refuſing to join in public rejoicing 
for fucceſles obtained in war; their denying to ſwear 
in any caſe; to pay tythes, or to contribute to the 


ſupport of the national miniſtry; as well as their 


nonconformity to the common modes of Acre, 5 


| &c. have ſubjected them to much obloquy and ma-. 


ny grievous ſufferings, which nevertheleſs have been 
much mitigated by the indulgence different govern- 


- ments have extended to them, convinced by their 
patient ſufferings, that their profeſſion of conſcien- 


_ tious ſcruples were ſincere, and that nothing dan- 
gerous to civil ſociety could be apprehended from 


3 people who utterly diſclaimed the uſe of arms, or 
of being in any wiſe concerned in fomenting divi- „„ 
ions or civil commotions, and who think it their 
duty to contribute their endeavours for the peacde 


and welfare of every country Where their lots are 
caſt, and are willing cheerfully to comply with eve 
ery juſt requiſition, for the ſupport of the civil order 


1 government, not! inconſiſtent with what they ap- 


prehend is their duty to God. They are careful to 

Miniſter to the neceſſities of thoſe among them whoſe 
_ circumſtances call for relief, nor ſuffering any of 
their members to become a public charge; ; they 


; moredyer cheerfully pay their equal aſſeſſment with — 


Others, for the ſupport of the general poor. Nor 


have any other people manifeſted a greater deſire 


0 and willingneſs to promote the welfare of civil ſoci- 


ety; by their überality in contributing to the relief . 


of the poor, and in attention to the care of them; 
and in the management of choſe inſtitutions kick 


Have been eſtablithed for the benefit of the commu 
nity at large: For a conſiderable number of 8 | 
many of them were concerned with oth ers in the 


 legillacive 


E- #1 


leg illative and executive part of civil government, 5 
wherein they manifeſted a firm attachment to the 5 


8 conſtitutional rights of the people; but as acting in 


N theſe ſtations was attended with ſnares and tempta- | 
: tions, it was the concern of their yearly meeting to 

_ excite ſuch to a watchful care againſt deviating from 
their chriſtian, peaceable principles ; ; and at length 

_asthe inhabitants became numerous, by emigrations 
from Europe and otherwiſe, and the holding public 
offices was attended with greater difficulty, ſervices 


being required which interfered more immediately 


with their religious principles, the yearly meeting. 
adviſed their members to withdraw therefrom, per- 
cCeiving that the ſecking or accepting of offices in 
legiflation or magiſtracy Was dangerous, and fre- 
"quently 1 injurious to the individuals in a religious 
ſenſe; more eſpecially when ſought for and accepted 
for the ſake of the profits, emoluments and worldly 
honours annexed to them, tending to debaſe the 
5 mind to the odious us bondage of ambition and: avVarice. Z 


. upon \ obſer reing the condu& af; many ah pro- 5 
18 feſs themſelves members of this religious ſociety, 
any ſhould be offended at the great deviation which 
appears in the practice of ſuch from their principles, 
as ſet forth in the foregoing account, they are de- : 
| fired to conſider the frailty and corruption „„ 
human heart in its fallen ſtate; in its natural bias N 
and attachment to the world, to its delights, its 
friendſhip and honours, and remember how repug- 
nant theſe propenſities are to the precepts and ſelf. 
9 denying example left us dy our Lord; that the ne- 
ceſſary change of heart which the goſpel propoſes, 
is not gained by birth, but muſt be purchaſed by 
tubmiſlion to, and an humble ee under tha 
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G of. Chris. * When this is Sts N it 


7 "i not. appear ſtrange if the inſtances of defection 


3 many; it was early the eaſe amongſt the believers 


3h the. primitive. ages . of crit, when they 


grew numerous, and hath been the caſe in all relig- 
Ious ſocieties ſince that time. Nevertheleſs it is 
great cauſe of encouragement to the upright « enqui- 
fer, that a large number of thoſe pebple are merci- 
tully preferved, in an eminent degree faithful to 
. that firſt principles and doctrine, and upright in 
their life and converſation, who are hving monu- 
ments of the efficacy and all-ſufficient grace of God. 
2s witnefles for him and for his truth and righteoul- £ 
:  aefs on earth. F | 1 8 


: Try who are Hefirvus of n more e full inforinarich - 
relpedting the doctrine and principles of this people, 


are referred to the writings of Robert Barclay, Wil 


liam Penn, n Whitehead, and others, by 
Whom they are fu uy fer forth, as alſo of late times 


of Joſeph Phipps. - 2 


TY * Matt. xvi. 24. Then laid leſus unto 1 diſciples, If OY 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, ; and taks up] his C 


_ 20ſ ang follow 1 me. 
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| woe of Chriſt When this is "duly weighed, it 


| will not appear ſtrange if the inſtances of defection 
are many; it was early the caſe amongſt the believers A 


in the primitive ages of chriſtianity, when the 
grew numerous, and hath been the caſe in all relig. 


lous ſocieties ince that time. Nevertheleſs it 185 
great cauſe of encouragement to the upright « enqui- | 
Ter, that a large number of thoſe pebple are merci- 


tully preſerved, in an eminent degree faithful to 


their firſt principles and doctrine, and upright in 


their life and converſation, who are living monu- 


85 ments of the effi iCcacy and all- ſuflicient grace of God, 


a8 witneſſes for him and for his truth and righteout- | 


nefs on earth. XY 


: Tx HEY wha: are e defirous of n more e full information = 

1 reſpecting the doctrine and principles of this people, 
are referred to the wr itings of Robert Barclay, Wi! 
liam Penn, George Whitehead, and others, by 8 


whom they are fully fet forth, as 5 alſo of late time 
£4 e Fabre. = 


* Matt, Xvi. 24. Then Cai Jef unto his dilciple 8, If any 


x: m an 1 il come 2 me, let bun d 1 him on ang take up hi; = 
8 ©2055 ang olle e 
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